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Gov. Andrew Cuomo said this morning that lawmakers had made “progress” on revising the initial redistricting maps, but said more work is needed in ironing out a statute that would create an independent redistricting process.

“They consulted with my people in redoing the lines,” Cuomo told Fred Dicker on Talk-1300. “The lines are far from perfect but I believe they made progress on the lines.”
But he added that the law ensuring some sort of independent process in the future for redistricting needs to pass or he’ll whip out his veto pen.

“Without the statute I’m going to veto the lines,” Cuomo said. “We need a statute to make reform real. We don’t have an agreement on the statute.”

The governor was also one of the few elected officials to criticize the lines put together by Federal Magistrate Roanne Mann, calling them cosmetic and noting the protests raised by minority advocacy groups.

“The magistrate’s lines are remarkably like the lines she was given…. the lines were tweaked by the magistrate,” Cuomo said.
The maps proposed by the Senate and Assembly for their own lines have not been fully released. Instead, the Legislature has district-by-district lines that have gone out Sunday night. In conjunction with the revised districts, lawmakers for the first time released language on a proposed constitutional amendment.

The proposed amendment to the Constitution was also met critically by Cuomo, who said it basically handed the process back to the governor.

Redistricting is among the so-called “Big Five” issues Cuomo says are consuming the session this year. The other four are the sort-of completed teacher evaluation issue, achieving an overhaul of public pensions, expanding the DNA database and expanding gambling in New York.

The governor said the “silly season” on Tier Six was beginning, claiming that political considerations were winning the day. Public worker unions are beginning to launch a series of television ads opposing the new, less generous pension tier for future state workers.

But the AFL-CIO yanked its ads last week. The Committee to Save New York, a coalition of business groups that has supported the governor’s fiscal agenda, is reportedly beginning a pro-Tier Six ad campaign.

“It is a no-brainer, it’s on the numbers and it is only distorted by the political influence,” Cuomo said.

Cuomo compared the opposition to Tier Six to the concerns raised by some lawmakers over the DNA expansion, saying both measures are supported on the local level, but decried the Albany disconnect.

“It really is the politics of Albany versus everyone else,” he said.
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